                                                                    Orlingbury Parish Council Meeting
                                                                    held on 16th September 2024 at
                                                              7.30pm
                                                                                 in the Village Hall


Present:
Chris Hartley (Deputy Chair – chairing meeting)
Linda Crocker
James Duffin
Mary Huckvale
Shelley Chambers (Parish Clerk)

Apologies: Nigel Cole 

	Public
	 Public –

  Four  members of the public present.  

	

	
	
	Actions

	20/24
	  Declarations of Interest-

None.
	

	21/24
	 Approval of the minutes dated 22nd July 2024 (sent out on 27th July 2024)

 All approved and agreed. 

	
SC to move minutes from draft to minutes section on website. 


	22/24
	  Public Question Time (Max 3 mins per person at Chairperson’s
discretion)
	

	
	  Public questions and comments to be discussed at relevant items below. 
	

	
	
	




	23/24
	Tree repair quotes for the Village green – Contact with Reeves4trees established who have confirmed interest to do the works to original quote. Cllr Hartley in the process of applying to the planning office for a temporary lift of TPOs – Councillors to discuss potential fees and payments 

Reeves4trees contact established and quote of £5,600 confirmed including road closures and shutting off power (two days)– trees will all be done at the same time. This is a ‘Priority 2’ level of work. Concerns about trees touching power lines.
Councillor CH has also submitted a planning application to lift TPOs – no date given. 

Public members shared concerns that the trees could cause damage/ injury if too much time passes in waiting for Highways to repair under their potential obligation. Councillor NC has already confirmed that due to risk, Reeves4trees have been instructed to undertake work asap.  
	







CH to chase and push through asap with priority due to trees touching cables. 

	24/24
	Update on the Speed Indication Device data and police support – discuss recent statistics from devices and discuss any progress with additional speed support for Northampton Road

SIDS data shared with councillors (also available on website).

Email from Gareth Cross (PCSO) received stating that the Northampton Road SIDS picks vehicles up a long way out of the village which may skew results. Gareth also expressed views that Northampton Road may not be appropriate for a speed enforcement vehicle due to speed limit change and safety, but he will check again. 
 
Members of the public recognised that Northampton Road data shows the highest levels of speeding both in and out of the village, although figures are potentially misleading. Public members questioned at what point the SID  registers speed? All discussed tweaking the position but agreed it is impactfulfor the SID to be visible/ flash up sooner. 
Councillor CH staed that we can ask Gareth Cross to re-check the road suitability for suitable locations to capture speed more accurately on Northampton Road – potentially the Green? 
Public suggested to ask Gareth what else he suggests, if Northampton Road is not suitable for speed enforcement? 

	


SC to send feedback to Gareth Cross – send latest figures and express villagers’ concerns. Request for re-checking of road suitability locations to condcut speed checks in the future.
 




	25/24

	 Highways re: double yellow lines in the village - update regarding timescale

 Email from Highways Community Liaison Officer received – Process is still 
 ongoing and no timescale available.  Updates will be given when available.
 
 Members of the public expressed views that parking is a problem with paths often blocked- Disabled residents sometimes can’t access footpaths. 
 
	
 


 Continue to chase this up due to concerns in the village.  

	26/24
	 Ownership of the Village Green – discuss current position as to liability

  
 Councillor CH confirmed that the parish council do not own the Green despite carrying out some maintenance on it.  
Question asked as to insurance cover, if volunteers are maintaining it? Seek clarification. 
Insurance provider confirmed risk assessments must be carried out – also anyone holding events on the green will need their own risk assessments and insurance. 
	

SC to seek clarification from insurance company and check policy cover limits for public liability. 

	27/24
	Councillors to discuss resident request for signs to be installed, prohibiting dogs from the Village Green

Councillors agree that this is not a good idea due to legal rights as villagers. 
Councillors discussed signage for picking up dog faeces – additional signs are unnecessary but current sign can be replaced.  
Members of the public also expressed concern and felt that dogs should be permitted – impossible to enforce. 





Public members also shared concerns about dangerous footpath in the village – main drain output discharges onto public bridleway. Councillor MH has sent photos of this to council before.
Ben Wright (Council) said they are monitoring – visited site with resident and found solution (involving digging and piping across) and said he will talk to the farmer. No actions taken as yet.
Need to get this actioned. 


	


Look into replacing no fouling sign on the green and ensure dog bag dispenser stocked.  


SC to contact Ben Wright and ensure they are aware of council liability due to maintaining bridleway. 

	28/24
	 Finance including payments and payments made (inc confirmation of dual authorisation in place

· Councillors query over floodlights invoices and which church celebrations they cover, as costs are quite high. 
· Bank payments should have two signatories – Natwest have confrimed that this is not possible on their business accounts.  Make enquiries to switching to another bank. 
· SC/LC to explore other ways of both  having access to the bank before switching.  
· See schedule below for payments made between meetings.


	
SC to query invoices with SMPCC. 

SC to make initial enquiries into switching banks and explore access with Councillor LC. 

	29/24 
	Bank reconciliation (to be produced bi-monthly) – all to review and approve

Internal Control Councillor could not access bank accounts to complete checks. This will be completed and approved by councillors at the next meeting.
	

SC to download bank statements and send to Councillor LC (internal control councillor).

	30/24
	  Correspondence

· Member empowerment fund Monitoring Final report received and completed – returned to NCC. 
· Update from Fixmystreet re road  marking Rectory Lane/ Isham Road faded – No defects that meet criteria for repair. 
	



Councillor CH to repeat on Fixmystreet.



 

	31/24
	  Planning applications (councillors to discuss)

 None
	



	32/24
	 Unitary update

 No updates.
	

	33/24
	 Any other business

 None



	






The next meeting will be held on Monday 11 November 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Meeting ended: 20:17

Chair’s Signature…………………………….	Date………………………………..



























Check below schedule and change 
Payments agreed at meeting:



	[bookmark: _Hlk139652384]PAYMENT DUE/NAME
	AMOUNT
	VAT

	Village hall hire
	12
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	PAYMENT MADE IN BETWEEN MEETINGS
	
	

	OSMPCC
	277.46
	11.75

	Clerk wages
	279.12
	

	SSE Energy

	50.87
52.56
	

	GREATWELL HOMES 
	60.40
	0.00

	
	60.40
	



2

