                                                                    Orlingbury Parish Council Meeting
                                                                    held on 15th January 2026 at
                                                              7.30pm
                                                                                 in the Village Hall

Present:
James Duffin
Linda Crocker
Andy Gosling
Andy Hankin 

Shelley Chambers (Parish Clerk)

Apologies: Michelle King, Mary Huckvale

	Public
	 Public –
 
Cllr Mary Huckvale attended the meeting to give her resignation to the parish council due to other commitments. The councillors thanked Mary for all of her time and efforts given for the Parish council over the years and wished her good luck in the future.

	

	76/25
	 Declarations of Interest-

None. 

	

	77/25
	 Approval of the minutes dated 20th November 2025 

 All approved and agreed.

	
SC move minutes from draft to minutes section on website. 


	78/25
	  Public Question Time (Max 3 mins per person at Chairperson’s
Discretion)

No public present.  
	



	
	
	 

	
	
	



	79/25
	Update on the Speed Indication Device data– discuss recent statistics from devices and discuss communications with Gareth Cross (PCSO)

 Councillors still having difficulty downloading data. Councillors agreed to revisit this in the spring due to current light and weather conditions making it difficult to spend time looking at the devices. The speed indicator devices currently work correctly. 

 



	


Councillors to download fresher data when possible. 

	80/25

	 Ownership of the village green – progress on application 

 Councillor JD was due to meet representative yesterday regarding application for ownership of the green however, the meeting was cancelled by the other party at short notice. 

Meeting to be rearranged for beginning of February – hopefully update can be given at the next meeting.  
	

Cllr Duffin to contact representative with potential dates to meet early Feb.  


	81/25 
	Update regarding church lighting and church clock repairs

The church had the option to either repair the clock chime or replace it for a cost of £2,666 + VAT (with guarantee). 

Councillors previously discussed sourcing another quote however due to the nature of the repairs/ replacement for the specific clock, suitable companies are difficult to find. 

Church have decided to replace the unit – Parish Council are willing to help out with the cost and will discuss an agreeable contribution (below).  

Councillor AG discussed church lighting brightness with electrician – Currently the bulbs are the brightest bulbs which replicate the previous lighting. Councillors discussed the potential to have brighter lights with a filter on the glass – Five bulbs/ filters would be needed. 


	



 







AG to speak to electrician regarding brighter bulbs with filters. 

	82/25
	Liaising with Little Harrowden PC regarding speed limits

There has been no further contact with the chairman of Little Harrowden. 


	

Await further contact.

	83/25
	Councillors to review grass cutting of the village green this year (increase/ decrease number of cuts)

Councillors agreed that this does not need to be discussed at the moment – Councillors will revisit the question at the next meeting, in readiness of spring months. 


	
 

	84/25
	Speed sign warranty cover – Discuss any progress on achieving a more cost effective quote

Councillor JD cannot get hold of ELAN City, despite efforts to. No replies received to online form, emails or phone calls.  

Therefore, no further discount on quote for warranty has been given as yet – Councillor JD will continue to contact ELAN City – update to be given next time.  

	





James to continue to contact ELAN City. 



	85/25
	Update on need to replace bench slats on green and possible restorations on village phonebox 

Councillor JD has not been able to assess the issues as yet – Councillors to discuss at next meeting.  
 
	


JD to check bench slats and phone box. 
 

	86/25
	Councilllors to discuss road safety between Orlingbury and Broughton/ Pytchley in connection with request for support from Broughton parish clerk

Request received from Broughton Parish Council, to support with requests to the council to look into the road safety between the villages. 

Old data (previously downloaded from speed devices) to be sent to Broughton PC to assist them. 


	




SC to send previously downloaded data to Broughton clerk. 

	87/25
	 Councillors to discuss need for an additional light on a dark patch of road, on Pytchley Road (heading towards Broughton) which has led to a number of serious collisions 

Councillors discussed the fact this this would be difficult to do and would be unlikely to make an impact. Lights are generally not as bright as they once were due to energy saving (countrywide). Possible issues tend to be related to younger, less experienced drivers. 
Road complies with Road Safety Act at 30mph. 

Councillors agreed to take this off of the agenda for the next meeting. 

	





	88/25
	Public path flooding/ obstructions around village – update 

Villagers/ councillors noted obstructions on village path due to alterations made. Councillor JD to contact planning enforcement officer regarding alterations (possibilities to have wall reinstated). 

No progress regarding reports of public footpath flooding. 


	

JD to contact planning enforcement. 

SC to chase up issue with NNC. 

	89/25
	Repairs to village green bench

As above – JD to look into this before the next meeting if possible. 


	

	90/25
	Defib unit pads – discuss update regarding replacement

Need to check date of pads. Councillor LC to look at the defib unit and assess replacement needs.  


	
LC to look at defib pads and report back if new ones are needed. 

	91/25
	Councillors to discuss the disappearance of the Village Green sign

Issue was reported to NNC (fixmystreet). Update received – NNC have reported this to the waste team. Councillors unsure why this was reported to waste. Unsure why reported to waste team. 

Once update received, discussions can be had about replacement if needed. 



	

SC to contact NNC to discuss updates. 

	92/25
	Finance including payments and payments made (including discussion for setting precept) 

· See schedule below for payments made between meetings.
· Garage rental payments received from Church. 
· SSE energy – appears that direct debits are still not working correctly. 

Precept discussions

Last year, precept request was £8,360 (precept granted was £8,160). 

Two precept ideas produced by Cllr JD – noticeably different with higher request accounting for various costs such as church clock contribution and speed sign warranty (not likely to achieve).

Coucillors discussed the need to renew current membership with NCALC. 85% of councils are members – membership does not provide legal protection. 
Cllr Duffin suggested cancellation of membership/ not renewing current membership – all in favour.  

Precept figure will be given by Cllr JD next week and SC to submit to the council. Request will be a 5% increase.  Contribution to church clock repairs to be considered however, precept is not likely to give a large increase.

Discussions had regarding possible ways to save money – e.g village hall broadband. Updates to be given at next meeting. 

	

SC to continue to invoice the Church for payments received.


SC to contact SSE regarding direct debits.  

SC to check if donation was made to British Legion. 

SC to contact NCALC regarding cancellation of membership. 

	93/25
	Bank reconciliation (to be produced bi-monthly)– all to review and approve

Bank reconciliation produced bi-monthly. 

No questions – approved by Internal control councillor and others present.

	

	94/25
	Councillors to discuss any planning applications received
 
No new planning updates/ applications received.  

	



	95/25
	 Unitary updates/ councillors to discuss unitary funding ideas

No unitary updates.  
 
 
	



The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 15th January 2025    in the Village Hall.

Meeting ended: 20:24

Chair’s Signature…………………………….	Date………………………………..


Check below schedule and change 
Payments agreed at meeting:

	[bookmark: _Hlk139652384]PAYMENT DUE/NAME
	AMOUNT
	VAT

	Village hall hire
	10
	

	Clerk salary
	390
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	PAYMENT MADE IN BETWEEN MEETINGS
	
	

	Village hall hire
	10
	

	Grass cutting (Aug and Oct)
	200
	

	Clerk salary
	390
	

	Church contribution for half of repair work agreed
	203.83
	

	Payment for SSE energy 
	668.33
	

	Cloud next website
	179.98
	

	Church payment for 2024 floodlighting invoices
	375.43
	

	GREATWELL HOMES 
	62.56
	0.00

	
	62.56
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