                                                                    Orlingbury Parish Council Meeting
                                                                    held on 19th March 2026 at
                                                              7.30pm
                                                                                 in the Village Hall

Present:
James Duffin
Linda Crocker
Andy Gosling
Michelle King

Shelley Chambers (Parish Clerk)

Apologies: Andy Hankin, Vicki Jessop (Unitary)

	Public
	 Public –
 

	

	96/25
	 Declarations of Interest-

None. 

	

	97/25
	 Approval of the minutes dated 15th January 2026

 All approved and agreed.

	
SC move minutes from draft to minutes section on website. 


	98/25
	  Public Question Time (Max 3 mins per person at Chairperson’s
Discretion)

No comments made.  
	



	
	
	 

	
	
	



	99/25
	Update on the Speed Indication Device data– discuss recent statistics from devices and discuss communications with Gareth Cross (PCSO)

 Councillors haven’t managed to download any more data – aim to try to get data for the next meeting. 

Police speed van has recently been to the village and another is planned for May 2026. 

 



	


Councillors to download fresher data when possible. 

	100/25

	 Ownership of the village green – progress on application 

Councillor JD met with the representative, regarding the registration.  The paperwork is currently being completed in line with the quote given previously. Draft documents should be received before the next parish meeting.  
	



	101/25
	Update regarding church lighting and church clock repairs

Councillor AG has spoken with an electrician and has instructed him to purchase a standard white bulb to see what it looks like. This will be done in due course. 

Councillor JD suggests not to contribute to the church clock repairs, due to the lower precept being received this year than requested. 
All in favour – agreed. JD will contact Gillian from the Church to share the decision and reasons.

	

Updates given once bulbs are tested. 
 

JD to email GW with decision.  

	102/25
	Liaising with Little Harrowden PC regarding speed limits

There has been no further contact with the chairman of Little Harrowden. Will update at next meeting if contact has been made. 


	

Await further contact.

	103/25
	Councillors to review grass cutting of the village green this year (increase/ decrease number of cuts)

Councillors agreed to book Nathan Warne in to cut the green one week prior to Easter, although JD will assess the need for the cut beforehand. Most likely the Green will be cut once per month.  


	
 

	104/25
	Speed sign warranty cover – Discuss any progress on achieving a more cost effective quote

Councillor JD managed to speak to an employee at ELAN City, however the quote received was still too high. Councillor JD suggests that OPC does not take out the warranty cover due to the devices working fine currently.
All in favour - agreed. 

	






	105/25
	Update on need to replace bench slats on green and possible restorations on village phonebox 

Councillor JD has been able to assess the phone box and bench slats and identify minor work needed.  

Councillor LC suggests a contact who could put up shelves in the phone box but considerations discussed regarding public liability. LC to confirm whether the contact is a registered carpenter. Update at next meeting.  
 
	


JD to repair/ arrange for repairs to bench slats and phone box. 
 

	106/25
	Councilllors to discuss road safety between Orlingbury and Broughton/ Pytchley in connection with request for support from Broughton parish clerk

SC sent previously downloaded data to Broughton and Pytchley villages’ clerks.

Meeting with North Northamptonshire Council to be arranged via zoom (date to be arranged nearer the time). Orlingbury will support where needed.  


	




SC to contact Broughton Clerk to confirm if support needed.  

	107/25
	Public path flooding/ obstructions around village – update 

Councillor JD has reported the issue of the parking by the village green, to the planning enforcement officer. 

No progress regarding reports of public footpath flooding – numerous attempts made to contact Highways for updates but none received. JD will try to contact Highways for an update.


	

SC to forward contact details to JD.  

	108/25
	Repairs to village green bench

Duplicate – remove for next meeting. 


	

	109/25
	Defib unit pads – discuss update regarding replacement

Councillor LC has managed to look at the defib and replace the batteries and pads. Pads expire is 5 years. 

Councillors agree to discuss the defib annually, to consider the working function of the device. 

	




	110/25
	Councillors to discuss the disappearance of the Village Green sign

Issue was reported to NNC (fixmystreet). Update received – NNC have reported this to the waste team. SC has chased NNC for update but no direct contact for the waste team. Awaiting contact.  



	

SC to forward details to JD. 

	111/25
	Councillors to discuss the annual village litter pick

Councillor JD to contact previous Chair regarding the process. 

Date to be selected and posted on the village facebook page. 

	

Select date for litter pick and advertise. 

	112/25
	Finance including payments and payments made (including discussion for setting precept) 

· See schedule below for payments made between meetings.
· Garage rental payments received from Church. 
· SSE energy – appears that direct debits are still not working correctly (manual payment made). 


NCALC membership - 85% of councils pay for membership. OPC’s last audit with NCALC was good. Email received from head of NCALC regarding reasons to stay with NCALC. JD researched auditors and spoke with an auditor today, who would carry out a soft audit for £50 based on last audit – then recommends bi-yearly audits (cost would be £250 for full audit). If precept is less than £20,000, audits are not compulsory. 

Councillor JD – suggests cancelling membership for NCALC – possibly soft audit then full in future (or self-audit). All in favour of cancelling membership. 

Village hall broadband – Councillor LC will contact the village hall committee regarding the village hall paying for their broadband and not reclaiming the cost from OPC.

Website hosting – SC to send Councillor AG details of website hosting company. 

	

SC to continue to invoice the Church for payments received.


SC to contact SSE regarding direct debits.  

SC to confirm cancellation of membership with NCALC. 

	113/25
	Bank reconciliation (to be produced bi-monthly)– all to review and approve

Bank reconciliation produced bi-monthly. 

No questions – approved by Internal control councillor and others present.

	

	114/25
	Councillors to discuss any planning applications received
 
None received.


	



	115/25
	 Unitary updates/ councillors to discuss unitary funding ideas

Unitary representative not present (report received to be uploaded to website)
 
 
	



The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 14th May 2026 in the Village Hall.

Meeting ended: 20:07

Chair’s Signature…………………………….	Date………………………………..


Check below schedule and change 
Payments agreed at meeting:

	[bookmark: _Hlk139652384]PAYMENT DUE/NAME
	AMOUNT
	VAT

	Village hall hire
	10
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	PAYMENT MADE IN BETWEEN MEETINGS
	
	

	Village hall hire
	10
	

	Village hall broadband 
	251
	

	Clerk salary
	390
	

	SSE Energy
	168.59
	

	Eyelid productions website
	100
	

	GREATWELL HOMES 
	62.56
	0.00

	
	62.56
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